CH/INGE

THEY TURNED THE WORLD UPSIDE DOWN.

ALL IN: DEVOTIONAL READING PLAN
April 1 — June 29, 2026

SOAP Method Reminder

S — Scripture: Read the passage slowly.

O — Observation: Write what stands out.
A — Application: Identify today’s action.
P — Prayer: Pray your reflection to God.

Day 91 — Wednesday, April 1
All In on God: Direction
Scripture: Romans 8:28

Context Before You Read: The church in Rome is a mixed community of Jewish and Gentile believers
navigating real internal tension, cultural suspicion, and the growing pressure of living under an empire that
tolerated nothing it could not control. Paul has spent the previous chapters walking them through suffering, a
groaning creation, and a Spirit who intercedes because believers often do not even know how to pray what they
need. The people receiving this letter are not in a season of ease. Some have lost property, status, and family
relationships because of their faith. Into that specific kind of confused, exhausted faithfulness, Paul makes a
declaration that is not wishful thinking but theological bedrock. Read it as a man writing to people who
desperately needed it to be true.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that God's direction is not derailed by difficulty. Even painful and
confusing circumstances are being orchestrated by a God who is working toward a specific goal. When you are
called according to His purpose, nothing is wasted. Every detour is part of the divine direction.

Day 92 — Thursday, April 2
All In on Growth: Distribution
Scripture: Ecclesiastes 11:1 to 2

Context Before You Read: By the time we reach chapter 11, the Teacher has spent most of Ecclesiastes
systematically dismantling every human strategy for making life certain. Work hard: vanity. Build wealth:
vanity. Seek pleasure: vanity. The fog of unpredictability hangs over every chapter like a verdict. What makes
this passage striking is the conclusion the Teacher arrives at. His answer to radical uncertainty is not to grip
tighter or plan better. It is to scatter. To give freely, even when you cannot calculate the return. In a book that
refuses easy comfort, this is wisdom that has been earned through honest reckoning with human limitation.




Why This Matters: This passage reveals that generosity is strategic, not just sentimental. Scattering your
resources with wisdom is a hedge against an unknown future. You do not know what tomorrow holds, but
generous giving in the present creates a network of provision that can return to you when you need it most.

Day 93 — Friday, April 3
All In on God: Devotion
Scripture: John 17:3

Context Before You Read: This is the night before the cross. Jesus has finished the Last Supper, washed His
disciples' feet, and given them the most extended farewell teaching recorded in any of the Gospels. Now He
prays, and for the first time the disciples hear Jesus talk to His Father without a crowd, without a crisis
prompting it. What He says about eternal life in this moment is striking precisely because of when He says it.
Hours from the most significant event in human history, Jesus does not define eternal life as a destination or a
reward. He defines it as a relationship. That single sentence reshapes what you are actually pursuing when you
pursue God.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that the ultimate purpose of devotion is knowledge of God Himself.
Eternal life is not primarily about heaven or the afterlife. It is about an ongoing, deepening relationship with the
living God and His Son. True devotion prioritizes knowing God above experiencing His benefits.

Day 94 - Saturday, April 4
All In on Growth: Development
Scripture: Ezekiel 37:1 to 10

Context Before You Read: Israel is in Babylon. The temple has been destroyed, the Davidic monarchy has
collapsed, and the covenant people are scattered in a foreign land with no visible reason to expect that their
story continues. For an Israelite, this is not just political defeat. It is theological catastrophe. Their entire
identity was wrapped up in land, temple, and dynasty, and all three were gone. Ezekiel receives this vision in
that specific climate of hopelessness. The valley of dry bones is not primarily a metaphor. It is a mirror that
shows Israel exactly how they feel about their own future. What God does next is His answer to that feeling.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that God specializes in bringing life to what appears dead and beyond
recovery. Spiritual growth can begin even after seasons of dryness, defeat, and spiritual death. When you speak
the word of God into dead places in your life, He can breathe life, restore what was lost, and raise up what
seemed finished.




Day 95 - Sunday, April 5
All In on Goals: Direction
Scripture: Psalm 16:11

Context Before You Read: David writes this psalm while surrounded by people who have multiplied their
sorrows by running after other gods. He makes a deliberate contrast: they go one way, and he goes another. His
decision to choose God as his portion is not made in a moment of religious ease but in an environment full of
competing options that promise more immediate returns. The line in verse 11 is not a comfort verse to be cross-
stitched on a pillow. It is the conclusion of a man who has done the math. He has looked at everything else on
the table, made a choice, and arrived at a verdict: the path of life runs through the presence of God and nowhere
else.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that the path of life is found in God's presence, not apart from it. True
direction is not just information about where to go but an experience of intimacy with the One who leads. The
fullness of joy and lasting pleasures that every person seeks are found only in proximity to God.

Day 96 — Monday, April 6
All In on Generosity: Distribution

Scripture: Psalm 112:5t0 9

Context Before You Read: Psalm 112 is the companion psalm to Psalm 111. One celebrates what God is like.
The other describes what the person who fears God becomes. The psalmist is not drawing a portrait of someone
morally exceptional or economically exceptional. He is drawing a portrait of someone spiritually formed. The
generous qualities on display here are not the result of a one-time decision to give more. They are the natural
overflow of a life organized around the fear of the Lord. Read this passage not as a standard to achieve but as a
description of what God's formation process is producing in you.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that generosity is a characteristic of righteous people, not exceptional
people. The one who fears God distributes freely and is not threatened by scarcity. Their giving is not
occasional but a scttled way of life, and the rightcousness connected to their gencrosity endures beyond their
lifetime.




Day 97 - Tuesday, April 7
All In on God: Devotion
Scripture: Deuteronomy 4:29

Context Before You Read: Moses is not speaking in a vacuum. He is delivering this address to a generation
that has watched the previous generation fail catastrophically. Their parents left Egypt, saw miracle after
miracle, and still built a golden calf at the foot of the mountain where God was speaking. Moses knows what
disobedience looks like, and he knows where it leads. What is remarkable about this verse is that it does not
appear in a section of blessing. It appears in a prediction of exile. Moses looks ahead and essentially says: even
after the worst-case scenario, the door is not closed. That context makes this one of the most gracious verses in
the entire Torah.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that God is always findable by those who seek Him wholeheartedly.
There is no season of failure, no distance from God, and no depth of spiritual wandering that places Him
beyond reach. He is responsive to the wholehearted seeker. Devotion that perseveres through failure and returns
to God will always find Him.

Day 98 - Wednesday, April 8
All In on Growth: Development

Scripture: Ephesians 4:22 to 24

Context Before You Read: The Ephesian believers are living in one of the most spiritually saturated cities in
the ancient world. The temple of Artemis was there, one of the seven wonders of the ancient world, drawing
pilgrims, merchants, and practitioners of occult spirituality from across the empire. These believers had come
out of that world, and Paul knows that the pull of the old life does not disappear the moment someone comes to
faith. What he is describing in these verses is not behavior modification. He is describing an identity exchange.
The old self is not renovated. It is replaced.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that spiritual growth is both a putting off and a putting on. Maturity
requires actively removing patterns of the old life while intentionally adopting new ways of thinking and
behaving. Transformation is not passive but involves daily decisions to live from your new identity in Christ.




Day 99 — Thursday, April 9
All In on Goals: Direction
Scripture: John 10:27 to 28

Context Before You Read: Jesus is having this conversation during the Feast of Dedication, also known as
Hanukkah, a celebration of God's miraculous provision when a small amount of oil supernaturally kept the
temple lamp burning for eight days. The religious leaders are pressing Jesus to declare plainly whether He is the
Messiah. The irony is that the very people who should be able to recognize the voice of the Shepherd are the
ones most resistant to it. Against that backdrop of spiritual deafness, Jesus speaks one of His most tender
promises. His sheep hear His voice. The condition for receiving direction is not theological sophistication. It is
relationship.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that following God's direction is rooted in a relationship of hearing
and being known. Jesus does not send His sheep into the world without His voice. Those who belong to Him
are equipped to hear Him and follow. Divine direction is not a puzzle to solve but a relationship to deepen.

Day 100 - Friday, April 10
All In on Generosity: Distribution
Scripture: Galatians 6:9 to 10

Context Before You Read: Paul is writing to churches that are in genuine theological crisis. The Galatians are

being told that faith in Christ is not enough, that they need to add religious performance to be fully acceptable
to God. Paul's entire letter is a fierce defense of grace. But here at the end, he does not use grace as a reason to
do nothing. He uses it as a foundation to keep doing good even when doing good is exhausting. The warning
against growing weary is not incidental. It is pastoral. Paul knows that sustained generosity and service without
visible return will test the best of intentions. He is not being idealistic. He is being honest about the cost and
honest about the harvest.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that consistency in generosity is a spiritual discipline. The temptation
to grow tired of giving and serving is real. But the harvest of generous living is guaranteed for those who
persist. You are called to do good to everyone, but to prioritize those in the community of faith.

Day 101 - Saturday, April 11
All In on God: Devotion
Scripture: Psalm 84:1 to 2

Context Before You Read: The Sons of Korah are a priestly guild with a complicated family history. Their
ancestor Korah led a rebellion against Moses in the wilderness and was swallowed by the earth as a result. Yet
somehow, his descendants survived and became some of the most beautiful worship writers in the entire
Psalter. The longing in this psalm carries the weight of people who know what it means to be on the outside of
God's presence looking in, not just geographically but generationally. When they write about fainting with
longing for the courts of the Lord, it is not poetic exaggeration. It is the cry of a people who understand what
access to God's presence is actually worth.




Why This Matters: This passage reveals that true devotion to God is marked by longing for His presence, not
just His promises. The psalmist is not primarily mourning the loss of blessings or answers to prayer. He is
mourning the loss of proximity to God Himself. Wholehearted devotion aches for God when His presence is not
felt.

Day 102 — Sunday, April 12
All In on Growth: Development
Scripture: Romans 6:4 to 6

Context Before You Read: Paul has just made one of the most audacious theological arguments in Scripture.
He has declared that where sin increased, grace increased all the more. And he immediately anticipates the
dangerous conclusion someone might draw from that: should we keep sinning so grace can keep increasing?
His answer is not a gentle correction. It is an identity clarification. You have died. Baptism is not a religious
ceremony about commitment. It is a burial. What went into the water was one kind of person, and what came
out is another. Paul is not calling believers to try harder. He is calling them to reckon with what is already true.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that spiritual growth is grounded in death and resurrection. You grow
not by trying harder in the old life but by living from the reality of a new one. Your old identity was crucified
with Christ, and you are now raised to live from a new self. Growth is the daily exercise of that resurrection
reality.

Day 103 — Monday, April 13
All In on Goals: Direction
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 2:9 to 10

Context Before You Read: Corinth is a city built on commerce, rhetoric, and philosophy. It sits on an isthmus
connecting two seas, which made it wealthy, cosmopolitan, and intellectually proud. The believers in Corinth
are surrounded by a culture that measures wisdom by sophistication and status. Paul has been systematically
dismantling their confidence in human cleverness because he knows what it costs them. The moment you trust
your own wisdom more than the Spirit’s; you have cut yourself off from the only intelligence that can see the
whole picture. These verses are not an anti-intellectual argument. They are a case for a different category of
knowing entirely.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that God's plans for your life exceed anything your natural mind can
imagine. The directions He has for you cannot be discovered through human reasoning alone. They are
spiritually discerned and revealed by the Holy Spirit to those who love God. The Spirit gives access to divine
blueprints that human insight cannot reach.




Day 104 — Tuesday, April 14
All In on Generosity: Distribution

Scripture: Leviticus 19:9 to 10

Context Before You Read: The book of Leviticus does not read like devotional literature. It is a manual for
covenant community life, dense with regulations about sacrifice, cleanliness, and priestly practice. But
embedded in that same legal code is this instruction about farming, and it is quietly radical. God is not leaving
generosity to the individual conscience or charitable impulse. He is building it into the economic architecture of
the community. The edges of the field are not yours to harvest because the field was never entirely yours to
begin with. This is not a suggestion about being kind. It is a statement about ownership and God's design for
how provision flows through a covenant community.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that God built generosity into the structure of His people's economic
life. Leaving gleanings for the poor was not charity but covenant obligation. Genuine devotion to God has
always included structured provision for those in need. Your abundance is not just for you but designed to
overflow toward the vulnerable.

Day 105 - Wednesday, April 15
All In on God: Devotion
Scripture: Nehemiah 8:10

Context Before You Read: This verse is born out of one of the most emotionally charged public gatherings in
the Old Testament. The people have been in exile, the city has been in ruins, and now for the first time in a
generation they are standing in Jerusalem hearing the Law of God read aloud. Many of them are weeping. They
are not weeping for joy. They are weeping because hearing the Law has shown them how far the community
has strayed and how much has been lost. Into that grief, Nehemiah says something unexpected. Stop grieving.
This is a holy day. And then comes the declaration that has anchored believers ever since. It is not a theological
concept. It is a lifeline thrown to a broken people who needed strength they did not have.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that the strength for wholehearted devotion flows from the joy of the
Lord, not from human willpower or religious duty. Joy in God fuels endurance, obedience, and perseverance.
Devotion that is sustained by delight is more durable than devotion driven by fear or obligation.




Day 106 — Thursday, April 16
All In on Growth: Development
Scripture: Deuteronomy 8:2 to 3

Context Before You Read: The generation Moses is addressing in Deuteronomy did not experience the
Exodus firsthand. Most of them were born in the wilderness. They grew up in a place with no infrastructure, no
agricultural system, and no safety net except God. Every morning, the food on the ground was evidence that
God had not forgotten them. Every day they ate what they could not plant, harvest, or store. Moses does not
want this generation to walk into the prosperity of the Promised Land and forget that the wilderness was a
classroom. He is not romanticizing their suffering. He is insisting that what they learned in scarcity was the
most important thing they would ever know.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that wilderness seasons are not punishments but classrooms. God
leads His people through tests and seasons of dependency to reveal what is in their hearts and to train them for
what lies ahead. Growth happens in seasons of limitation as much as in seasons of abundance.

Day 107 — Friday, April 17
All In on Goals: Direction
Scripture: Joshua 1:7 to 9

Context Before You Read: Moses has just died. The man who spoke to God face to face, who parted the Red

Sea, who delivered the Law, is gone. Joshua is stepping into an impossible position: follow the most
consequential leader in Israel's history into the most dangerous military campaign the nation has ever attempted.
God's instructions to Joshua are striking because they do not begin with a battle plan. They begin with a book.
Be strong and courageous is repeated three times in the surrounding verses. That repetition is not for rhetorical
effect. God knows what Joshua is feeling, and He keeps saying it because Joshua needed to hear it more than

once.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that courage and clarity of direction are connected to obedience and
meditation on God's Word. Success in fulfilling your calling is not primarily about strategy but about staying
aligned with what God has commanded. God's presence is the ultimate guarantee of successful direction.

Day 108 - Saturday, April 18
All In on Generosity: Distribution
Scripture: Matthew 5:42

Context Before You Read: Jesus is in the middle of the most concentrated ethical teaching in the New
Testament. He has already raised the bar on murder, adultery, divorce, and oath-taking, consistently pressing
past the external behavior into the internal orientation of the heart. When He gets to this instruction about
giving to those who ask and not turning away those who want to borrow, He is not establishing a naive policy
for every situation. He is dismantling the reflexive self-protectiveness that calculating people develop over time.
The person who always has a reason not to give has made a god of their own security.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that kingdom generosity is marked by responsiveness to those who
ask. Jesus calls His followers to a posture of availability and willingness to give. Generosity that is always
calculating whether someone deserves help has not yet arrived at the kingdom standard.




Day 109 — Sunday, April 19
All In on God: Devotion
Scripture: Isaiah 43:1 to 3

Context Before You Read: Judah is on the edge of catastrophe. Isaiah has been prophesying judgment for
most of his ministry, and now the consequences are coming. But chapter 43 opens with one of the most startling
pivots in all of prophetic literature. God does not begin with instruction or warning. He begins with identity.
Before He tells them what to do, He tells them who they are. He created them. He redeemed them. He called
them by name. He owns them. The sequence matters: belonging is established before the storm is addressed.
God is teaching them that the way you survive the fire is by knowing whose you are before you enter it.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that devotion to God is sustained by knowing you are known and
claimed by Him. Before He commands anything, God first declares identity. You are created, redeemed, and
called by name. Difficulty does not negate your belonging to God. Devotion in hard seasons is fueled by the
certainty that you are His.

Day 110 — Monday, April 20
All In on Growth: Development
Scripture: Acts 2:42 to 47

Context Before You Read: Pentecost has just happened. Three thousand people came to faith in a single day
through a single sermon. By any measure, what has just occurred is unprecedented. The early believers are now
faced with a question that every growing community eventually confronts: what do you do the day after the
miracle? Luke's answer is deceptively simple. They devoted themselves. That word devoted is the same word
used for a soldier remaining at their post. The spectacular event was not the point. The sustained rhythms that
followed it were. The health of the early church was not found in what happened in a day. It was built in what
they committed to every day.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that spiritual growth is cultivated through consistent community
practices. Teaching, fellowship, worship, and prayer are not optional extras but the essential rhythms of a
growing life in Christ. Growth is not isolated and individual but embedded in a community of believers devoted
to the same disciplines.

Day 111 - Tuesday, April 21
All In on Goals: Direction

Scripture: Psalm 48:14

Context Before You Read: Psalm 48 is a psalm about the city of God, Mount Zion, described as beautiful in
clevation and the joy of all the earth. Kings assembled against it and fled in terror when they saw it. The
psalmist is making a theological point through geography: the security of the city is not in its walls but in its
God. And then at the end, the psalmist pulls the lens back from the city to the individual. This God, the one who
protects the city, who scatters kings, who is praised from one end of the earth to the other, is your guide. Not for
a season. Not until you figure it out on your own. Forever.




Why This Matters: This passage reveals that God's guidance is not seasonal but lifelong and unwavering. He
1s not just your guide for a particular season or challenge. He commits to leading you forever, through every
transition, every valley, and every final moment. You serve a God whose guidance is everlasting.

Day 112 - Wednesday, April 22
All In on Generosity: Distribution
Scripture: Luke 19:1 to 10

Context Before You Read: Jericho was a wealthy city, and Zacchaeus was wealthy even by Jericho's
standards. He had achieved that wealth by working as a chief tax collector, essentially a broker between Roman
imperial taxation and the local population. The system rewarded those who collected more than Rome required
and allowed them to keep the difference. Everyone in Jericho knew what Zacchaeus had done to get where he
was. When Jesus stops under his tree and invites Himself to dinner, the crowd's reaction tells you everything:
this man is a sinner. What happens at dinner that day is not recorded. But what comes out of it is a man who has
been so transformed that the first thing he wants to do is give everything back.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that genuine encounter with Jesus produces radical generosity.
Zacchaeus is not commanded to give. His generosity is the spontaneous fruit of transformation. When salvation
really takes root in a person's heart, it reshapes their relationship with money. Changed people become generous
people.

Day 113 - Thursday, April 23

All In on God: Devotion

Scripture: Jeremiah 31:33

Context Before You Read: Jeremiah has been preaching to people who would not listen for most of his
ministry. He watched them ignore warning after warning. He watched Jerusalem fall. He watched the temple
burn. He is not a man with reasons for optimism based on what he has observed about human nature. And yet
here, in the middle of what is sometimes called the Book of Consolation, he delivers one of the most hopeful
promises in the entire Old Testament. The new covenant God announces is not a revised version of the old one.
It is a different category entirely. The difference is location. The old covenant was written on stone. The new
one will be written on the heart itself.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that God's intention has always been inward devotion, not merely
external compliance. The new covenant does not abolish God's requirements but relocates them from tablets of
stone to tablets of flesh. True devotion under the new covenant is not performed reluctantly out of duty but
arises from a transformed heart where God's will has been written.




Day 114 - Friday, April 24
All In on Growth: Development
Scripture: Nehemiah 8:8

Context Before You Read: The returned exiles listening to Ezra read the Law in Nehemiah 8 are not scholars.
Many of them grew up in Babylon, which means they are more fluent in Aramaic than in the Hebrew in which
the Torah was written. They are hearing their foundational sacred text read aloud in a language that is
technically their own but that many of them may not fully understand. The Levites who are stationed among the
people are not just reading louder. They are translating, explaining, and making the text accessible. This
moment is a picture of what spiritual instruction is supposed to accomplish. The goal is never mere exposure.
The goal is comprehension that leads to transformation.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that spiritual growth requires understanding, not just exposure.
Hearing Scripture is necessary but not sufficient. The word must be explained, applied, and made clear.
Spiritual development accelerates when truth is both proclaimed and comprehended, moving from information
into transformation.

Day 115 - Saturday, April 25
All In on Goals: Direction

Scripture: Romans 8:14

Context Before You Read: Paul is building an argument in Romans 8 that has been gaining momentum since
chapter 5. He has walked his readers through condemnation, freedom, the war between flesh and Spirit, and the
groaning of creation. Every piece of the argument has been moving toward this: life in the Spirit is not a
peripheral feature of salvation. It is the whole point. When Paul says those who are led by the Spirit are sons of
God, he is not creating a spiritual elite tier. He is describing the normal inheritance of every person who is in
Christ. Being led is not a bonus feature. It is part of the family identity.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that divine direction is the inheritance of every child of God. Being
led by the Spirit is not reserved for the spiritually elite. Every believer who lives in relationship with God
through Christ has access to the Spirit's leading. Following His direction is part of what it means to live as a son
or daughter of God.

Day 116 - Sunday, April 26
All In on Generosity: Distribution
Scripture: Psalm 37:21

Context Before You Read: Psalm 37 is a wisdom psalm that addresses one of the oldest and most persistent
tensions in the life of faith: why do wicked people seem to prosper while righteous people struggle? David does
not dismiss the tension or explain it away. He has seen it himself. What he offers instead is a wider frame of
reference. When you zoom out far enough, the trajectory of the wicked and the trajectory of the righteous move
in opposite directions. The detail in verse 21 about generosity is not a throwaway line. It is one of the visible
markers by which you can tell which trajectory a person is actually on.




Why This Matters: This passage reveals that generosity is a distinguishing mark of the righteous. The
righteous person does not live with a scarcity mindset, hoarding resources out of fear. They give freely because
they trust the God who provides. Generosity reveals what you believe about God's ability and willingness to
sustain you.

Day 117 - Monday, April 27
All In on God: Devotion
Scripture: Ezckiel 36:26 to 27

Context Before You Read: God is making a promise to Israel that addresses not what they have done wrong
but what they are incapable of doing right on their own. The problem He diagnoses is not primarily behavioral.
It is cardiac. A heart of stone cannot respond to God's commands any more than a stone can grow. What Israel
needs is not better instruction or stricter accountability. They need a transplant. What makes this promise
extraordinary is not just that God will change their desires but that He will put His own Spirit within them to
produce the very obedience He requires. The standard does not lower. The source of power changes entirely.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that wholehearted devotion to God is ultimately a divine gift, not a
human achievement. God promises to change the heart Himself. He removes the hardness and replaces it with
sensitivity. True devotion is produced by the Spirit of God living within, not by the willpower of the believer.

Day 118 - Tuesday, April 28
All In on Growth: Development
Scripture: Psalm 119:71

Context Before You Read: Psalm 119 is not written by someone in a comfortable season of life. The psalmist
references being afflicted, mocked by the arrogant, hunted by enemies, and nearly destroyed. These are not
theoretical sufferings. They are the backdrop against which the psalmist discovers the depth and
indispensability of God's word. Verse 71 is one of the most counterintuitive verses in the entire psalm. He does
not say that affliction was bearable or that he got through it. He says it was good. That kind of gratitude for
suffering is not denial or spiritual performance. It is the testimony of someone who discovered in their lowest
moment that God's word contained things they could only find there.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that difficulty is one of God's most effective teaching tools. Growth
does not only happen in seasons of comfort and ease. Affliction drives believers deeper into God's Word and
accelerates the learning process. The psalmist's testimony is that suffering taught him what prosperity could not.

Day 119 - Wednesday, April 29
All In on Goals: Direction

Scripture: Psalm 37:23 to 24

Context Before You Read: David has spent the earlier portions of Psalm 37 addressing the disorientation that
comes from watching corrupt people succeed. His pastoral wisdom throughout the psalm is essentially: do not
make your decisions based on what you see in the short term. God is operating on a longer timeline than the one
you are watching. These two verses bring that argument to its most personal application. It is not just that God
has a plan for history. He has ordered steps for you, specifically. And even the falls along the way are not
outside His hold. The hand of God is present not just in your progress but in your stumbling.




Why This Matters: This passage reveals that your steps are ordered by God when your delight is in Him.
Divine direction is not a one-time guidance event but a steady, ongoing ordering of life's steps. Even when you
stumble, you will not be completely overthrown because God holds your hand. Obedience and delight in God
position you for steps that are divinely directed.

Day 120 - Thursday, April 30
All In on Generosity: Distribution

Scripture: Romans 15:26 to 27

Context Before You Read: Paul is writing this while preparing to carry a financial collection to Jerusalem
from Gentile churches across the empire. This collection has occupied years of his ministry and significant
organizational effort. What makes his explanation here so theologically layered is the word he uses: they owe it.
This is not charity. It is a debt. The Gentile believers in Macedonia and Achaia received the gospel through
Jewish roots, through the prophets, through the scriptures, through the apostles who came from Jerusalem. Paul
is making a case for the interconnectedness of the body of Christ that cuts across every ethnic and economic
barrier. What you have received from others creates a spiritual obligation to give back.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that generosity among believers is not only kindness but reciprocity.
Those who have received spiritual blessing from others have a responsibility to share material resources when
others have need. The family of God operates as a community of mutual blessing where what flows in
spiritually flows back out practically.

Day 121 - Friday, May 1
All In on God: Devotion
Scripture: Hosea 6:3

Context Before You Read: Hosea's entire ministry is built on one of the most painful personal experiences in
prophetic history. God told him to marry a woman who would be unfaithful to him, and that marriage became
the living sermon that defined his message to Israel. The nation had done to God what Hosea's wife did to him:
chosen other lovers and wandered from covenant faithfulness. What makes this call in chapter 6 so striking is
that it comes after all of that. Hosea is not calling people who have stayed close to press in a little closer. He is
calling people who have been unfaithful to come all the way back. And the promise is that God will receive
them like the rain receives a thirsty field.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that knowing God is a pursuit, not a single event. Pressing on to know
the Lord implies ongoing effort and deepening intimacy. The promise is that God will come to those who seek
Him with the same certainty as the sunrise and the reliability of life-giving rain. Devotion is sustained by the
confidence that seeking God will always result in finding Him.




Day 122 - Saturday, May 2
All In on Growth: Development
Scripture: Isaiah 54:2

Context Before You Read: The preceding chapter, Isaiah 53, is one of the most famous in all of Scripture: the
suffering servant who bears the sin of the people. Chapter 54 opens in the immediate aftermath of that servant's
work, and it is addressed to someone who has been barren and desolate and whose tent has been too small for
the life God intends. The command to enlarge comes before any evidence of enlargement. God is telling the
woman to expand her infrastructure before she can see what is coming that will require that expansion. The
preparation for what God is about to do must begin while the situation still looks like it has no future.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that spiritual growth requires expanding your expectations and
enlarging your capacity for what God wants to do through you. God is calling you to stretch, not to shrink.
Growth demands that you build bigger, think larger, and prepare for a harvest that exceeds your current
structures and assumptions.

Day 123 - Sunday, May 3
All In on Goals: Direction
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:7

Context Before You Read: Paul writes this from a position of sustained suffering. He has catalogued

elsewhere the shipwrecks, beatings, sleepless nights, and constant danger that his apostolic calling has
produced. He is not writing this as a philosophical principle from a place of comfort. He is writing it as a man
who has had to choose, repeatedly and painfully, to keep moving on the basis of what God said rather than on
the basis of what his circumstances showed him. Walking by faith and not by sight is not a motivational slogan
for Paul. It is the only explanation for why he is still standing.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that following God's direction requires accepting that you will not
always have full visibility of the path ahead. The life of faith operates on a different information system than
sight-based living. You trust the word and character of God over the evidence of your natural circumstances.
Walking by faith is the only way to stay on a path that only God can see.

Day 124 - Monday, May 4
All In on Generosity: Distribution
Scripture: Luke 3:10to 11

Context Before You Read: John the Baptist's ministry drew extraordinary crowds because his message was
unlike anything the religious establishment was offering. He was not offering comfort or validation. He was
offering confrontation and preparation. When people ask him what repentance actually looks like in practice,
they are expecting something religious: pray more, fast more, attend the synagogue more faithfully. What he
tells them instead is that genuine repentance shows up in the closet and at the dinner table. The person standing
next to you with no coat is not a social policy issue. According to John, they are the litmus test of whether your
repentance is real.




Why This Matters: This passage reveals that genuine repentance is demonstrated through generosity. John
calls people to a tangible change of behavior that begins with sharing what they have. Readiness for the
kingdom starts with open hands, not clenched fists.

Day 125 - Tuesday, May 5
All In on God: Devotion
Scripture: John 4:23 to 24

Context Before You Read: Jesus is talking to someone who has every reason to believe that her worship is
disqualified. She is a Samaritan, which means she is on the wrong side of a centuries-long ethnic and
theological dispute about where God should be worshiped and by whom. She has also had five husbands and is
living with a man outside of marriage. When she tries to deflect the personal conversation with a theological
debate about geography, Jesus refuses to take the bait. His answer essentially dismantles every external
argument about who qualifies for real worship. The Father is not looking for people from the right place. He is
looking for people with the right orientation.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that the kind of devotion God is seeking is not defined by location or
religious tradition but by spirit and truth. True worship engages the whole person with full sincerity and is
aligned with the truth of who God really is. God is not impressed by outward religious performance. He is
drawn to worshipers whose devotion is genuine and informed.

Day 126 - Wednesday, May 6
All In on Growth: Development
Scripture: Mark 4:26 to 29

Context Before You Read: Mark's Gospel is famously the fastest-moving of the four. Jesus is constantly
moving, healing, teaching, and confronting. This parable is one of the few places where Mark's Jesus slows
down and describes a process that is quiet, invisible, and completely outside of human control. The farmer in
this parable does not understand the mechanism of growth. He sleeps, he rises, he goes about his life, and the
earth simply produces. This parable is almost certainly addressed to disciples who are anxious about the pace of
kingdom progress. They are watching and waiting and wondering why things are not moving faster. Jesus'
answer is to invite them to trust a process they cannot fully see.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that spiritual growth often works through processes that are invisible
and beyond our full understanding. Your role is to sow faithfully and keep living. God produces the growth in
ways you cannot engineer or fully explain. Trust the process, remain faithful in your responsibilities, and expect
that harvest will come in God's timing.




Day 127 - Thursday, May 7
All In on Goals: Direction
Scripture: Psalm 23:1 to 3

Context Before You Read: David knows what shepherding actually looks like. He spent years as a shepherd
before he was anointed king, and in 1 Samuel 17 he describes killing both a lion and a bear to protect his flock.
When he calls the Lord his shepherd, he is not reaching for a soft, pastoral image. He is reaching for the most
active and costly form of protective care he knows. A good shepherd does not just point the flock in a direction.
He goes ahead. He scouts. He sources water. He intervenes when predators arrive. That is the kind of guidance
David is describing when he says the Lord leads him in paths of righteousness.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that divine guidance is an expression of God's pastoral care, not just
His strategic planning. He does not just tell you where to go. He provides, restores, refreshes, and guides you
along the way. The paths of righteousness He leads you on are for His glory. His reputation is tied to where He
takes you.

Day 128 - Friday, May 8
All In on Generosity: Distribution
Scripture: Matthew 19:21

Context Before You Read: The rich young ruler's question is the kind of question that sounds spiritually

serious but is actually looking for reassurance. He wants to know what good deed will secure eternal life, which
frames the entire relationship with God as a transaction he can complete on his terms. Jesus initially points him
to the commandments, and the man responds that he has kept all of them since youth. That is either the most
extraordinary claim in the New Testament or the most revealing. Jesus does not argue with him. He simply
identifies the one thing that remains. And the man walks away. His wealth did not stop him from asking the
question. It stopped him from receiving the answer.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that generosity is often the test that exposes the true condition of the
heart. The rich young ruler was religious but not surrendered. His wealth had become the thing he could not
release. Generous giving is the proof point that God truly occupies first place. What you cannot give away may
actually be possessing you.

Day 129 - Saturday, May 9
All In on God: Devotion
Scripture: Isaiah 26:3

Context Before You Read: Isaiah 24 through 27 is sometimes called the Isaiah Apocalypse, a section where
the prophet describes the undoing of the current world order and the establishment of God's reign. It is
deliberately global and sweeping in scope. The strong city, the proud city, the fortified walls of human security
structures are all brought low. And right in the middle of all this cosmic upheaval, in a single verse, Isaiah
pivots to the individual and offers a promise so precise it almost seems out of place. While nations are shaking
and empires are falling, there is a peace available that is not sourced in circumstances at all. It is sourced in
what the mind is fixed on.




Why This Matters: This passage reveals that perfect peace is not the absence of conflict but the presence of
God in the mind. The condition for this peace is not a problem-free life but a mind that is anchored in God
through trust. Devotion that keeps the mind fixed on God produces a quality of peace that circumstances cannot
generate or remove.

Day 130 - Sunday, May 10
All In on Growth: Development
Scripture: John 12:24

Context Before You Read: Some Greeks have come to Jerusalem for the Passover and ask Philip if they can
see Jesus. This request seems to function as a trigger, because Jesus immediately begins talking about His
death. The arrival of Gentiles seeking Him is a signal that His mission is about to expand beyond Israel, and
that expansion requires something first. What He describes is not a gradual transition or a strategic plan. It is a
death. Jesus applies to Himself the most basic agricultural reality in the ancient world: the seed that refuses to
fall into the ground and die will never become anything more than a seed. What He is about to do on the cross is
the ultimate enactment of this principle.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that the greatest multiplication of spiritual life comes through dying,
not through self-preservation. What refuses to die remains isolated and limited. But what is surrendered and laid
down becomes the seed of extraordinary fruitfulness. Growth in God's kingdom follows the pattern of the cross:
loss that leads to abundance.

Day 131 - Monday, May 11
All In on Goals: Direction

Scripture: John 16:13

Context Before You Read: Jesus is spending His final hours before the cross preparing His disciples for an
absence, they do not yet understand. He has told them He is going away, and they are grieving without fully
understanding why. Into that anxiety He makes a promise about the Holy Spirit that reorients everything. He
calls the Spirit the Spirit of truth, and He promises that this Spirit will guide them into all truth. The disciples
are going to face situations Jesus never addressed directly, navigate theological questions He never answered
explicitly, and make decisions about communities He never visited. The Spirit is not a supplement to Jesus'
teaching. He is the continuation of it.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that guidance into all truth is one of the primary ministries of the
Holy Spirit. You are not left to navigate the future with only your natural intelligence. The Spirit who dwells
within you is committed to leading you into truth about God's direction for your life. Listening to the Spirit is
the most accurate guidance system available.




Day 132 — Tuesday, May 12
All In on Generosity: Distribution
Scripture: Acts 9:36 to 39

Context Before You Read: Peter is in Lydda when word comes from Joppa that a beloved disciple has died
and the community is asking him to come quickly. When he arrives, he finds a room full of widows, and they
are not simply mourning. They are showing him evidence. They are holding up tunics and garments that Dorcas
made for them. Their grief is shaped by what she gave them. In a world where widows were economically
among the most vulnerable people in society, her giving was not symbolic. It was survival-level generosity
toward people who had no safety net. What is being mourned in that room is not just a person but a source of
provision.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that generosity leaves a lasting legacy. Dorcas is remembered not
primarily for what she said or preached but for what she gave and made for others. Her generosity had so
deeply impacted people that her death was mourned with evidence of her giving in hand. Your generosity
creates a legacy of blessing that outlasts your presence.

Day 133 - Wednesday, May 13
All In on God: Devotion
Scripture: Philippians 3:8

Context Before You Read: Paul does not arrive at this statement casually. In the verses just before it, he
recounts his credentials with the precision of someone who built an entire identity around them. Hebrew of
Hebrews. Pharisee. Blameless under the law. These are not small achievements. In the world Paul came from,
these credentials represented the summit of religious attainment. He is not dismissing them from a position of
ignorance. He counted the cost with full knowledge of what he was setting aside. The word he uses for the
value of everything else compared to knowing Christ is not merely worthless. It is closer to garbage, to refuse.
The contrast is intentional and extreme.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that authentic devotion to God involves a reordering of all other
values. Paul does not just add Jesus to his existing list of priorities. He places knowing Christ at the top with
such supremacy that everything else becomes comparatively worthless. This kind of devotion does not divide
its affections. It chooses Christ above all else.

Day 134 - Thursday, May 14
All In on Growth: Development
Scripture: 1 Thessalonians 3:12 to 13

Context Before You Read: Paul planted the church in Thessalonica during a brief and turbulent visit, then was
forced to leave suddenly because of violent opposition. He is writing this letter with genuine anxiety about how
a church is doing when it was planted fast, rooted shallow by circumstance, and then left without its founding
pastor. He sent Timothy to check on them, and the news that came back was better than he feared. But Paul
does not celebrate and move on. He prays. And what he prays for reveals what he believes the church still needs
most: not more teaching, not more structure, but overflowing love and an established heart.




Why This Matters: This passage reveals that spiritual growth is measured not only by knowledge and
discipline but by increasing love. Maturity that does not produce expanding love for God and others has missed
the goal. The final aim of growth is a heart that is established in holiness, blameless before God, overflowing
with love.

Day 135 - Friday, May 15

All In on Goals: Direction
Scripture: 1 Kings 19:11 to 13

Context Before You Read: Elijah has just experienced the most dramatic public vindication in the prophetic
tradition: fire from heaven, the exposure of false prophets, and the end of a three-year drought in a single day.
And then one threat from Jezebel sends him fleeing into the wilderness, suicidal with exhaustion. God does not
rebuke him. He feeds him, lets him sleep, and eventually brings him to the very mountain where Moses
received the Law. Then he does something unexpected. He puts Elijah through a spectacle of wind, earthquake,
and fire, and then is not in any of them. After all of it comes a still small voice. God is recalibrating the
prophet's perception of how He communicates.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that God's direction often comes in the quiet, not in the dramatic.
Elijah was looking for God in power and spectacle, but God came in a gentle whisper. Divine guidance is
frequently missed because we are waiting for the spectacular when God is speaking in the subtle. You must
quiet yourself to hear what God is actually saying.

Day 136 - Saturday, May 16
All In on Generosity: Distribution
Scripture: Philemon 1:7

Context Before You Read: Philemon is one of the shortest letters in the New Testament, and it is the most
personal. Paul is asking a wealthy Christian named Philemon to receive back a runaway slave named Onesimus,
who has since become a believer. Before Paul makes his request, he spends several verses affirming Philemon's
character and his impact on the community around him. This verse is not just flattery to soften a difficult ask.
Paul is pointing to something real. Philemon's generosity has been so consistent and so tangible that people's
hearts have literally been refreshed by it. That is the kind of reputation Paul is counting on as he makes an
appeal that will cost Philemon something significant.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that generosity functions as spiritual refreshment for the community.
Philemon's giving was not just meeting practical needs. It was renewing and encouraging people at a deep level.
Generous people are among the most stabilizing forces in any community. Their giving creates an atmosphere
of hope, trust, and vitality.




Day 137 - Sunday, May 17
All In on God: Devotion
Scripture: Psalm 46:10

Context Before You Read: Psalm 46 opens in the middle of crisis imagery: the earth gives way, mountains fall
into the sea, waters roar and foam, kingdoms totter. The psalmist is not describing a hypothetical. He is
describing the experience of a people who have watched armies surround their city, empires rise and fall, and
the ground beneath every human security structure give way. The God of this psalm is not a God of tranquil,
undisturbed environments. He is a God who is present and powerful in exactly the kind of chaos the psalmist is
describing. The command to be still is not a call to denial. It is a call to stop fighting what you cannot control
long enough to acknowledge who can.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that the knowledge of God that sustains devotion requires intentional
stillness. You cannot know God at full speed. In the midst of chaos, fear, and noise, God calls His people to
stop and be still. The invitation to know Him is also a command to slow down, quiet the soul, and let the reality
of who He is sink into every layer of your awareness.

Day 138 - Monday, May 18
All In on Growth: Development

Scripture: Hebrews 12:1 to 2

Context Before You Read: Chapter 11 is not just a list of admirable people. It is a carefully constructed
argument. Every name in that chapter represents someone who believed a promise they did not live to see
fulfilled. Abel, Abraham, Moses, Rahab: none of them received what was promised. They died in faith. Now
the writer turns to the present generation and says: they are watching. The great cloud of witnesses is not a
passive audience. It is a gallery of people whose very lives are testimony that the path you are on leads
somewhere. The weight of all that accumulated faith is the context for the instruction to strip off every weight
and run.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that spiritual growth is a marathon, not a sprint, and it requires both
subtraction and focus. You must remove what hinders you and fix your attention on Jesus. Growth is not
primarily about adding more activities but about stripping away what entangles and maintaining an unbroken
gaze on Christ, who is both the starter and the finisher of your faith.

Day 139 - Tuesday, May 19
All In on Goals: Direction
Scripture: Zechariah 4:6

Context Before You Read: The Israelites who have returned from Babylon to rebuild Jerusalem are facing a
demoralizing situation. The city is still largely in ruins, the surrounding nations are hostile, and the resources
available are a fraction of what the original temple required. Zerubbabel is tasked with completing a project that
would have been daunting under ideal conditions. He is doing it under adverse ones. The vision Zechariah
receives is of a golden lampstand fed by olive oil that flows continuously without any human effort to supply it.
God's message to Zerubbabel through the angel is not a strategy adjustment. It is a complete reorientation of the
power source.




Why This Matters: This passage reveals that the fulfillment of God-given direction does not ultimately depend
on human strength or resources. The vision is too large for what you can accomplish through natural means.
What cannot be accomplished by force or strategy will be accomplished by the Spirit. Dependence on God is
not a sign of weakness but the pathway to supernatural results.

Day 140 - Wednesday, May 20
All In on Generosity: Distribution
Scripture: 2 Kings 4:1 to 7

Context Before You Read: The widow of one of Elisha's prophets is in a crisis with no good options. In the
ancient world, debt was not an abstract financial problem. It was a personal catastrophe. Creditors had the legal
right to take a person's children as debt slaves, which is exactly what this man is threatening to do. She comes to
Elisha with nothing: one small jar of oil and two sons she is about to lose. What Elisha asks her to do is not
immediately logical. Go borrow empty containers. As many as you can find. Then go inside, shut the door, and
pour. The miracle did not precede the preparation. It filled what she made room for.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that God's provision is often proportional to the capacity you create to
receive it. The widow's oil multiplied to exactly the number of vessels she borrowed. Your willingness to
prepare for God's abundance determines how much of it you experience and have to share with others.

Day 141 - Thursday, May 21
All In on God: Devotion

Scripture: Matthew 11:28 to 30

Context Before You Read: Jesus has just finished a section of teaching that includes some of the harshest
words He speaks in the Gospels, pronouncing judgment on cities that witnessed miracles but refused to repent.
The invitation in verses 28 to 30 is not a soft pivot to a different topic. It is a direct contrast. The religious
system of Jesus' day had layered obligation upon obligation, interpretation upon interpretation, until the Torah
had become a burden no ordinary person could carry. The Pharisees were not helping people carry the weight.
They were adding to it. Jesus is not offering a lighter version of that same system. He is offering a
fundamentally different way of being with God.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that devotion to Jesus is not an additional burden added to an already
exhausted life. It is the exchange of a crushing weight for one that is designed to fit and empower. The rest
Jesus offers is not inactivity but alignment with His rhythm and pace. True devotion produces rest because you
are no longer straining against the grain of God's purposes.




Day 142 - Friday, May 22
All In on Growth: Development

Scripture: Ephesians 4:15

Context Before You Read: Paul has just described the body of Christ being tossed around by every wind of
doctrine, susceptible to cunning and deceptive schemes. The antidote he proposes is not more rules or a stronger
authority structure. It is a community that has learned to speak truth in love. Both halves of that phrase are
doing necessary work. Truth without love becomes a weapon used to diminish others. Love without truth
becomes an accommodation that leaves people stuck. Paul is describing a kind of maturity that holds both in
tension and moves the whole body upward toward Christ, not just the most spiritually advanced individuals.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals two qualities that are essential to true spiritual growth: truth and love.
Truth without love becomes harshness. Love without truth becomes accommodation. Growth that is genuine
combines both. And the direction of this growth is not inward toward self-improvement but upward toward
Christ and outward toward the whole body.

Day 143 - Saturday, May 23
All In on Goals: Direction
Scripture: Acts 13:1 to 4

Context Before You Read: Antioch has become something remarkable in the early church. It is the first church
with a genuinely multiethnic leadership: Barnabas from Cyprus, Simeon called Niger likely from Africa, Lucius
from Cyrene, Manaen who grew up with Herod, and Saul of Tarsus. This is not a homogeneous religious club.
It is a community so diverse that the only explanation for their unity is the Spirit. And it is precisely this
community, while they are worshiping and fasting together, that the Spirit speaks. The first cross-cultural
missionary movement in history does not originate in a strategy meeting. It originates in corporate prayer.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that significant directional clarity often comes through the community
of faith, not just individual prayer. The Spirit spoke to the church, not just to Barnabas and Paul privately. God-
given direction that is tested, confirmed, and released by a spiritual community carries a weight and
accountability that private guidance alone cannot provide.




Day 144 - Sunday, May 24
All In on Generosity: Distribution
Scripture: Philippians 4:17 to 19

Context Before You Read: The Philippian church has a long history of giving to Paul's ministry, and he
acknowledges this history with unusual specificity. They have been his financial partners when no other church
was. He is writing this thank-you note from prison, which means his circumstances are not comfortable, and he
is surrounded by people who are not giving him anything. The promise in verse 19 is not a generic blessing
appended to a thank-you letter. It is a direct response to a direct investment. Paul essentially says: you supplied
my needs; God will supply yours. The currency changes, but the principle of partnership holds. What you
release toward the work of God creates a channel through which God releases provision back toward you.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that God takes a personal interest in the financial health of those who
give generously. Generosity creates a divine account from which God draws to meet your needs. The
Philippians gave to Paul from their own limited resources, and God responds with a promise: He will supply all
your needs according to His riches in glory.

Day 145 - Monday, May 25
All In on God: Devotion

Scripture: Acts 17:27 to 28

Context Before You Read: Paul is standing in front of the intellectual elite of the ancient world at the
Areopagus in Athens. These are men who spend their days evaluating competing philosophical systems, and
Paul has their attention because he is preaching something they have never heard: a God who rose from the
dead. What is remarkable about Paul's approach is that he meets them where they already are. He quotes their
own poets and philosophers to make his case. He is not importing a foreign God. He is introducing them to the
God who has always been closer to them than they realized. The altar to an unknown God was their best guess
at something they were already sensing.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that God is not distant and difficult to find. He is the atmosphere in
which you exist. Every breath you draw, every step you take, every thought you form happens within His
presence. Devotion is not a search for a hidden God but a turning of attention toward the One who is already
closer than your next breath.

Day 146 — Tuesday, May 26
All In on Growth: Development
Scripture: Acts 11:24 to 26

Context Before You Read: The church in Antioch is growing faster than its leadership can process. Barnabas
has been sent from Jerusalem to assess what is happening, and what he finds is clearly beyond one man's
capacity to shepherd. His decision at this point is telling. He does not send for more administrators or establish
a formal structure. He goes to Tarsus to find Saul, a man who has been largely invisible for several years since
his dramatic conversion. Barnabas knows that what is needed is not management but teaching. For a full year,
the two of them pour into this community, and what emerges is so distinctively shaped by Christ that the
surrounding culture coins a new word for them: Christians.




Why This Matters: This passage reveals that spiritual growth in community is the context for receiving a new
identity. The disciples became known as Christians through a full year of consistent teaching, community life,
and growth. Identity is not declared in a single moment but formed through immersion in the character of Christ
over time. Sustained growth shapes who you become.

Day 147 - Wednesday, May 27
All In on Goals: Direction
Scripture: Philippians 4:6 to 7

Context Before You Read: Paul writes these words from prison. He is not in a season where anxiety would be
unreasonable. His future is genuinely uncertain, his ministry is constrained, and the people he loves are facing
threats he cannot address in person. And yet the instruction he gives is not to manage anxiety, cope with
anxiety, or reduce anxiety. It is to bring everything to God through prayer with thanksgiving and then receive a
peace that defies rational explanation. The peace he describes is not a feeling that arrives when your
circumstances improve. It is a sentinel, a guard posted at the gate of your heart and mind, keeping out what
would otherwise destroy your ability to hear God's direction clearly.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that the pathway from anxiety to direction runs through prayer and
thanksgiving. Anxious striving about the future is replaced by the peace of God when you bring your concerns
to Him with gratitude. The peace that results is supernatural, and it guards the very mental and emotional space
where God communicates His direction.

Day 148 - Thursday, May 28
All In on Generosity: Distribution
Scripture: Exodus 35:21 to 29

Context Before You Read: Isracl has just come through one of the lowest moments in their history. They built
the golden calf while Moses was receiving the Law on their behalf. The covenant was broken almost before the
ink was dry. What follows in the text is remarkable: Moses intercedes, God relents, and restoration begins. The
tabernacle project that God gives them is not just a construction project. It is a covenant renewal. God is
inviting this community, fresh from failure and fresh from forgiveness, to bring what they have and build a
space for His presence. The giving that erupts in these verses is not guilt-driven or obligation-driven. It is the
natural overflow of people who know what it means to be given a second chance.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that the most powerful generosity flows from a stirred heart, not a
pressured conscience. God did not commandeer the resources for His house. He moved hearts and stirred
spirits, and what followed was abundant, joyful, and diverse giving. When you give from a heart that has been
moved by God, the act becomes worship rather than obligation.




Day 149 - Friday, May 29
All In on God: Devotion
Scripture: Zechariah 13:9

Context Before You Read: Zechariah 12 through 14 describes a future time of profound testing and
transformation for God's people. The imagery is intense: two thirds perish, one third remain. This is not the
language of mild inconvenience. It is the language of survival-level crisis. What makes this passage remarkable
is the destination of the process. God is not refining His people into competence or productivity. He is refining
them into intimacy. The goal of the fire is a people who call on His name, a people He answers, a people He
claims and who claim Him in return. The furnace is not punishment. It is preparation for the closest possible
relationship with God.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that the fire of testing is part of God's process for producing a people
whose devotion has been purified and proven. Difficult seasons are not rejections. They are refining processes.
The goal is not suffering for its own sake but the deeper intimacy of a people who call on God and hear Him
say: they are mine.

Day 150 - Saturday, May 30
All In on Growth: Development

Scripture: Isaiah 60:1

Context Before You Read: [saiah 59 ends with a devastating inventory of Israel's sin: hands defiled with
blood, lips speaking lies, no justice in the courts, darkness everywhere. It is one of the bleakest chapters in the
book. Isaiah 60 opens without transition into one of the most radiant promises in all of prophetic literature. The
contrast is not gradual. It is absolute. Darkness, then light. The word arise is addressed to someone who has
been down. The shine is not produced by the person receiving it. It is the overflow of a glory that has come
upon them from outside themselves. Growth into God's fullness always has this quality: it is received before it
is released.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that spiritual growth is inseparable from the presence of God's glory.
Your rising and shining are not generated by self-effort but released by the glory of the Lord coming upon you.
Growth positions you to arise. You do not manufacture brightness. You receive it from God and then release
what you have received.

Day 151 - Sunday, May 31
All In on Goals: Direction
Scripture: 2 Samuel 5:17 to 25

Context Before You Read: David has just been anointed king over all Israel after years of waiting, years in
hiding, and years of navigating a transition that could have turned political or violent at multiple points. He
finally has the throne. And the Philistines, who tolerated him as a minor regional leader, are not willing to
tolerate him as king of a unified nation. What is striking about David's response to two separate attacks is not
his courage, which is well documented. It is his inquiry. He does not assume. He does not rely on the strategy
that worked in the previous battle. He asks God specifically each time. And God gives him a completely
different answer the second time.




Why This Matters: This passage reveals that seeking God's direction is a recurring practice, not a one-time
conversation. David did not assume that what worked last time would work again. He sought God's specific
direction for each new challenge. Past victories do not make future inquiry optional. God may have a
completely different strategy for the next battle.

Day 152 - Monday, June 1
All In on Generosity: Distribution
Scripture: Luke 14:12 to 14

Context Before You Read: Jesus is eating at the home of a prominent Pharisee on the Sabbath, and everyone
1s being watched. The guests have been jockeying for the best seats, and Jesus has already addressed that
dynamic with a parable about humility. Now He turns to the host, the person with the resources and the
platform to decide who gets invited. What He says next is a direct challenge to the social economy of the
ancient world, where hospitality was essentially a form of reciprocal investment. You invited people who could
enhance your status and return the favor. Jesus dismantles that entire framework in two sentences and replaces
it with a kingdom economy where the return comes not from the guests but from God.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that the kind of generosity God blesses is not transactional. Inviting
those who can return the favor is not generosity but social investment. True generosity reaches toward those
who have nothing to offer in return. It is motivated by love and a kingdom perspective, not by social
advancement or reciprocal benefit.

Day 153 — Tuesday, June 2
All In on God: Devotion
Scripture: 1 Chronicles 28:9

Context Before You Read: David is old and dying, and he knows it. He has gathered the leaders of Israel for
one final charge, and in this moment, he turns specifically to Solomon. He could say many things. He could talk
about strategy, about the enemies Solomon will face, about the administrative challenges of managing a
growing empire. Instead, he goes straight to the foundation. The most important thing David can give his son at
this moment is not wealth, which he has already arranged, or advice, which he has also provided. It is a charge
about the inner life. Know the God of your father. Serve Him with a whole heart. Because if Solomon does not
have that, nothing else David has given him will hold.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that devotion is not inherited. Every generation must personally know
and personally seek God. David could transfer wealth, plans, and resources to Solomon, but he could not
transfer his relationship with God. Wholehearted devotion requires a willing mind and a personal pursuit. No
parent's faith can substitute for your own.




Day 154 - Wednesday, June 3
All In on Growth: Development
Scripture: Revelation 2:4 to 5

Context Before You Read: The church at Ephesus has an impressive resume. They have persevered through
hardship, exposed false apostles, and refused to tolerate evil. By most external measures, they are a healthy
church. But Jesus has access to information that external measures cannot capture. He has been walking among
the lampstands, which is the image used in Revelation 1 for Jesus' presence in the churches, and what He sees
in Ephesus is an institution that is functioning correctly but has lost the interior fire that made it worth building
in the first place. Doctrinal precision without devotion is not maturity. It is the shell of something that used to
be alive.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that growth can stall when knowledge and activity crowd out love.
The Ephesians were theologically sharp but devotionally cool. Spiritual growth that is genuine must maintain
the warmth and passion of the first love. If you have drifted from your initial fervor, the path back is
remembrance, repentance, and a return to the first works.

Day 155 - Thursday, June 4
All In on Goals: Direction
Scripture: Numbers 9:15 to 18

Context Before You Read: The tabernacle has just been completed and set up. For forty years in the
wilderness, the cloud was not occasional or unpredictable. It was constant. It was the most visible, daily reality
of life in the Israelite camp. Every morning when people woke up and looked at the tent, the answer to the
question of what today requires was right there. Stay or go. The genius of this guidance system is its simplicity
and its demand. It is simple because the answer is always visible. It is demanding because you have to be
willing to stop when you want to go and move when you want to stay.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that divine direction requires you to move when God moves and stay
when He stays. The challenge is not just knowing where to go but having the sensitivity to know when it is time
to stay put and when it is time to move. Matching your pace and timing to the leading of God is the essence of
Spirit-led direction.

Day 156 - Friday, June §
All In on Generosity: Distribution
Scripture: James 2:14 to 17

Context Before You Read: James is writing to scattered Jewish Christians who are under real economic
pressure. Some of them are genuinely poor, and some of them are watching wealthier members of the
community receive preferential treatment while the poor are dismissed. His argument about faith and works is
not abstract theology. It is a response to a specific social failure happening in real churches where people are
celebrating what they believe while ignoring what their beliefs require them to do. The example he chooses,
seeing a brother or sister without food or clothing and offering only words of blessing, is not hypothetical. It is
pastoral reporting.




Why This Matters: This passage reveals that generosity is one of the primary tests of authentic faith. A faith
that sees need and offers only words is exposed as hollow. Genuine belief in a generous God produces generous
people. What you believe about God is ultimately proven not by what you say but by what you do when
someone in front of you is in need.

Day 157, Saturday, June 6
All In on God: Devotion
Scripture: Joel 2:12 to 13

Context Before You Read: Joel is writing in the aftermath of a devastating locust plague that has stripped the
land. He interprets the disaster not as bad luck but as a divine summons. The locusts were not the point. They
were a megaphone. God is trying to get the attention of a people who have become religious in practice while
remaining distant in heart. The instruction to rend your hearts rather than your garments is the key interpretive
moment in the passage. In the ancient world, tearing your garment was the standard public expression of grief
and repentance. God is not rejecting the outward expression. He is insisting that it must correspond to
something real happening on the inside.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that true devotion is a matter of the heart, not outward performance.
God is not impressed by external religious displays without inner sincerity. The command to rend the heart
rather than the garment is a call to genuine contrition and authentic returning to God. External worship is only
meaningful when it flows from a heart that is truly turned toward Him.

Day 158, Sunday, June 7
All In on Growth: Development
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 15:10

Context Before You Read: Paul has spent most of 1 Corinthians 15 making a case for the bodily resurrection
of Christ as the non-negotiable foundation of the entire Christian faith. If Christ has not been raised, your faith
is futile, he says with startling directness. And then, in the middle of this theological argument, he makes a brief
autobiographical statement about his own development. He describes himself as the least of the apostles, unfit
to be called one, because he persecuted the church. He is not performing false modesty. He is being forensically
honest about his history. What he says next is one of the most important statements in his letters about how
human effort and divine grace actually work together.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that spiritual growth is always a collaboration between human effort
and divine grace. Paul does not credit his development to mere effort or to passive reliance on grace alone.
Grace empowered him, and he responded to that grace with hard work. The combination of God's enabling and
your effort is the engine of real spiritual development.




Day 159 - Monday, June 8
All In on Goals: Direction
Scripture: Joshua 3:3 to 4

Context Before You Read: The Jordan River at flood stage is not a minor obstacle. In the spring, when the
snow from Mount Hermon melts, the Jordan overflows its banks and becomes a wide, fast-moving barrier.
There is no bridge. There is no shallow crossing. And Israel is on one side with Canaan on the other. The
instructions Joshua gives contain an important detail about distance. They are told to keep about a thousand
yards between themselves and the ark as they follow it. The reason given is so they can see it and know the way
to go because they have never been this way before. When you are in unfamiliar territory, the proximity of
God's presence matters more than your own expertise.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that when you are in unfamiliar territory, keeping your attention on
God's presence is your navigation system. You have not been this way before. There is no map for the specific
path you are on. But where the presence of God goes, you follow. Staying close to His presence rather than
relying on previous experience is the key to finding the way through new ground.

Day 160 — Tuesday, June 9
All In on Generosity: Distribution
Scripture: 1 Kings 17:8 to 16

Context Before You Read: Elijah has been hiding by the brook Cherith, where God has been providing for
him through ravens, a detail that would have struck any Israelite as unusual since ravens were unclean birds.

When the brook dries up, God sends him not to a wealthy benefactor or a sympathetic Israclite. He sends him to
Zarephath, which is in Sidon, the home territory of Jezebel, the very woman who is trying to kill him. And
there, God has prepared a widow who is one meal away from death. God's provision plan runs through two
people who have nothing, asking each other to give first. The miracle is real, but the trigger for it is
extraordinary trust expressed through extraordinary giving.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that giving from scarcity, not just abundance, is the deepest
expression of trust. The widow had nothing left, yet she gave first. Her obedience became the trigger for
supernatural provision. When you give what you cannot afford to give, you position yourself for a miracle that
providing out of surplus would never have required.

Day 161 — Wednesday, June 10
All In on God: Devotion
Scripture: Psalm 100:1 to 5

Context Before You Read: Psalm 100 is one of the few psalms with a title that tells you exactly what it was
for: a psalm for giving thanks, associated with the thank offering in temple worship. It is a corporate, public,
deliberately celebratory declaration. When it calls all the earth to shout for joy, it is reaching beyond Israel to
the widest possible human community. The reason for the worship is not primarily what God has done, though
what He has done is real. The reason is who He is: good, faithful, steadfastly loving, and the one who made us.
These are not contextual truths that depend on your circumstances. They are permanent realities that exist
whether you are currently experiencing them or not.




Why This Matters: This passage reveals that joyful devotion to God is theologically grounded. The call to
worship is not based on how you feel but on who God is and what He has done. He is Creator, Owner,
Shepherd, and the One whose love never ends. Devotion rooted in these realities does not depend on
circumstances. It is fueled by truth.

Day 162 - Thursday, June 11
All In on Growth: Development
Scripture: Luke 8:15

Context Before You Read: Jesus has told the parable of the sower to a large crowd and then explained it
privately to His disciples, which is itself a significant detail. The crowd got the story. The disciples got the
interpretation. Not everyone who hears Jesus teach is in a position to understand what He is actually saying, and
part of what determines your capacity to understand is the condition of your heart. Jesus describes four types of
soil in the parable, and three of them fail. The path, the rocky ground, and the thorns all represent ways that a
person can be in the presence of the word and still not produce fruit. Only one type of soil works, and the
description of it is both simple and demanding.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that fruitful spiritual growth requires three things working together:
receptivity, retention, and endurance. You must hear the word, hold it fast rather than letting it be taken or
choked, and then wait with patience for the harvest. Growth cannot be rushed. The fruit comes to those who
receive the word and refuse to let go of it through pressure, distraction, or delay.

Day 163 - Friday, June 12
All In on Goals: Direction
Scripture: Isaiah 48:17

Context Before You Read: God is speaking to Israel in the wake of their stubbornness and idolatry, and what
He says is layered with grief and grace at the same time. He is not speaking to them because they have earned
it. He is speaking for the sake of His own name. But in the middle of the rebuke, He stops and identifies
Himself in a way that reframes everything: I am the Lord your God who teaches you to profit. The word profit
is not spiritual or abstract. It means what it sounds like: advantage, benefit, what actually works. God is not
giving Israel directions that are obscure, symbolic, or strategically inferior. He is offering guidance that, when
followed, produces real results in real life.

Why This Matters

This passage reveals that God's direction is never arbitrary or impractical. He teaches you to profit, meaning His
guidance always moves you toward what is beneficial and fruitful. He leads you in the way you should go,
meaning the path He chooses is specifically calibrated for who you are and what you need. God's direction is
both purposeful and personal.




Day 164 — Saturday, June 13
All In on Generosity: Distribution
Scripture: John 6:5 to 11

Context Before You Read: The feeding of the five thousand is the only miracle that appears in all four
Gospels, which signals that the early church considered it essential to understanding Jesus. In John's version,
the story begins with Jesus asking Philip where they can buy bread for the crowd, then immediately noting that
He said this to test him because He already knew what He was going to do. Philip responds with an economic
calculation. Andrew responds with what appears to be a child's lunch. Both responses are honest. One is limited
by what he can see. The other is limited by what he can see, but he brings it anyway. That willingness to offer
the inadequate is what Jesus was waiting for.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that what seems impossibly small in your own hands becomes more
than enough in Jesus' hands. The boy gave what he had without knowing what it would become. His small
offering became the starting point for a miracle that fed thousands. Give what you have, place it in Jesus' hands,
and trust Him to multiply it beyond what you could calculate or imagine.

Day 165 - Sunday, June 14

All In on God: Devotion

Scripture: Song of Solomon 2:16

Context Before You Read: The Song of Solomon has been debated by scholars and theologians for centuries.
Its inclusion in the canon was not without controversy, and its interpretation as an allegory of the love between
God and His people goes back to the earliest Jewish and Christian readings of the text. Whatever one makes of
the layers of meaning, the human love story at the surface level is real, and what it models is striking: mutual
belonging, uninhibited delight in the beloved, and a declaration of possession that goes both ways. My beloved
is mine and I am his. In a world where relationships are increasingly transactional, this kind of covenant
belonging sounds almost foreign. But it is the language God uses about His relationship with His people.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that wholehearted devotion is rooted in a mutual covenant of
belonging. God does not relate to you at arm's length. He claims you as His own and makes Himself available
to you. The greatest motivation for devotion is not obligation or fear but the reality of being fully loved, fully
known, and fully His.

Day 166 - Monday, June 15
All In on Growth: Development
Scripture: Micah 3:8

Context Before You Read: Micah is operating in the same era as Isaiah, during a period of widespread
prophetic corruption. The professional prophets of his day were essentially for hire. They delivered favorable
messages to those who paid them and unfavorable ones to those who did not. They had professionalized the
prophetic office into a transaction that made everyone comfortable and changed nothing. Micah stands in direct
contrast to all of that. He is not claiming to be different because of personal virtue or superior training. He is
claiming to be different because of what is in him, specifically what the Spirit of God has placed in him: power,
justice, and might to say what needs to be said to whom it needs to be said.




Why This Matters: This passage reveals that the kind of spiritual growth that equips you for impact is Spirit-
empowered, not self-generated. Micah's boldness, clarity, and effectiveness come from being filled with the
Spirit. Growth that positions you to speak with authority, confront injustice, and lead with integrity requires a
consistent infilling of the Spirit of God.

Day 167 — Tuesday, June 16
All In on Goals: Direction
Scripture: Psalm 119:133

Context Before You Read: Psalm 119 is written by someone under real pressure. The psalmist has enemies,
faces persecution, and lives in a social environment where the arrogant and the powerful seem to operate
without accountability. One of the recurring themes of the psalm is the gap between the values of the
surrounding culture and the values of God's word. This brief prayer in verse 133 is not a casual request. It is a
person who knows what it looks like when iniquity gets a foothold in a life and then expands its territory. He
has seen it happen. He does not want it to happen to him. The prayer is for each next step to be specifically
aligned with what God has said.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that ordered steps are a gift from God connected to His word. You
cannot perfectly order your own life, but God can align your steps with His purposes when His word is the
standard you live by. The prayer is not for a map of your entire future but for the next step to be ordered, one at
a time, according to what God has said.

Day 168 - Wednesday, June 17

All In on Generosity: Distribution

Scripture: Exodus 22:25 to 27

Context Before You Read: The Mosaic law is often misread as primarily a religious code, but large sections of
it function as a social ethics framework for how a covenant community should treat its most vulnerable
members. The cloak in this passage is not a fashion item. In the ancient Near East, the outer garment was often
a person's most valuable possession and their primary protection from cold nights. Using it as collateral on a
loan was an act of desperation. God's instruction to return it before sunset is essentially a command to prioritize
the survival and dignity of the borrower over the security of the lender. And then He adds something
remarkable: when they cry to me, I will hear, for I am compassionate.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that God personally identifies with the poor and responds to their
cries. Laws that protect the vulnerable from exploitation are not just social policy but expressions of God's own
compassionate character. Generosity toward those in need is alignment with who God is, not just compliance
with what He requires.




Day 169 — Thursday, June 18
All In on God: Devotion
Scripture: Romans 8:35 to 39

Context Before You Read: Paul is not writing a philosophical argument about the nature of love. He is writing
a pastoral letter to people who are being persecuted, who face real danger, and who have good reason to wonder
whether God's love is conditional on outcomes they cannot control. The list he generates, tribulation and
distress and persecution and famine and nakedness and danger and sword, is not hypothetical. He knows these
things from personal experience. His question, who shall separate us, is not rhetorical in the casual sense. It is a
genuine interrogation of the claim he is about to make. He surveys every force in the known world and renders
the same verdict about all of them: not one of them is strong enough.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that devotion is made sustainable by the unbreakable nature of God's
love. You do not need to earn His love or maintain it through performance. Nothing in all creation can cut the
bond between you and the love of God in Christ Jesus. Knowing this truth is the foundation of a devotion that
survives everything life throws at it.

Day 170 - Friday, June 19

All In on Growth: Development

Scripture: Job 23:10

Context Before You Read: Job is speaking in one of the darkest moments of a narrative that has very few
bright ones. He cannot find God. He looks to the east, the west, the north, and the south, and God is nowhere
his searching can locate Him. His friends have been offering theological explanations for his suffering, all of
which point to sin he has not committed. The religious scaffolding that should be providing comfort is making
things worse. And yet right in the middle of this most honest expression of divine absence, Job makes a
declaration of trust that has sustained believers in every generation since. He cannot see God, but he is
confident God can see him. And what God sees in him will emerge from the fire as gold.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that the most refined character is produced in the fire of the most
severe testing. Job cannot see God, cannot explain his suffering, and cannot make sense of his circumstances.
But he trusts the process. The refiner's fire does not destroy gold. It purifies it. The trials you cannot explain are
producing a quality of character that comfortable seasons could never develop.

Day 171 - Saturday, June 20
All In on Goals: Direction
Scripture: Nehemiah 2:12

Context Before You Read: Nehemiah has made an extraordinary journey. He was the cupbearer to the most
powerful king in the world, a position of immense privilege and proximity to power. He has obtained a royal
commission, letters of safe passage, and resources to rebuild the walls of a city that has been in ruins for over a
century. He arrives in Jerusalem with more authority and resources than anyone who has attempted this work
before. And his first move is to do nothing publicly. He rides out at night with a few trusted men and looks at
the rubble by himself. Before the vision becomes a speech, before the speech becomes a plan, before the plan
becomes a project, it is simply something God put in his heart.




Why This Matters: This passage reveals that God-given vision is first an inner experience before it becomes a
public declaration. Nehemiah received direction quietly and processed it internally before he shared it broadly.

Not every vision is ready to be announced immediately. There is wisdom in allowing direction from God to be

confirmed, clarified, and developed before it is released publicly.

Day 172 - Sunday, June 21
All In on Generosity: Distribution
Scripture: Isaiah 61:1 to 3

Context Before You Read: Jesus reads this passage in the synagogue in Nazareth in Luke 4 and says, today
this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing. That moment of fulfillment gives us the interpretive lens for what
[saiah was describing. The anointed servant in Isaiah 61 is not primarily describing a program or a social
initiative. He is describing a person whose entire presence is good news to those at the absolute margins of
society. Poor, brokenhearted, captive, mourning: these are not metaphors. They are the categories of people the
existing religious and economic structures had failed or abandoned. The ministry of the Spirit-anointed one
begins exactly where human provision and human comfort have run out.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that God's generosity reaches to the deepest human needs, not just
surface-level ones. The ministry of Jesus targets the poor, the brokenhearted, the captive, and the mourning.
Generous living in His name means going beyond financial giving to offering presence, proclamation, and
practical care to those whom the world has discarded or overlooked.

Day 173 - Monday, June 22
All In on God: Devotion
Scripture: Ephesians 3:17 to 19

Context Before You Read: Paul has just described a mystery hidden for ages and now revealed: that Gentiles
are fellow heirs with Israel, members of the same body, partakers of the same promise. This is not a small
theological adjustment. It is a complete restructuring of the categories by which people understood access to
God. Paul then goes to his knees for his readers, and what he prays for them is not success or safety or spiritual
maturity as typically defined. He prays that they would be able to comprehend something that cannot actually
be comprehended: the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge. He wants them to know the unknowable, to be
filled with the limitless. This is not a prayer for normal devotion. It is a prayer for devotion at its outermost
edge.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that the fullest experience of devotion is immersion in a love that
cannot be fully contained by the human mind. Paul prays that you would know the unknowable, be rooted in
what is inexhaustible, and be filled with the very fullness of God. True devotion is not reaching for a God who
1s far away but being filled by One who is near and limitless.




Day 174 - Tuesday, June 23
All In on Growth: Development
Scripture: Philippians 2:12 to 13

Context Before You Read: The context for these verses is one of the highest Christological passages in the
New Testament. Paul has just presented the hymn of Christ's self-emptying, His descent from equality with God
to the form of a servant, to death on a cross, followed by the Father's exaltation of Him above every name. And
then Paul says: therefore. Because of that, because of what Christ did and who Christ is, there is a response
required of you. Work out your salvation. The word work out carries the sense of working through something to
its full expression, the way a mine works out its ore or an athlete works out their physical capacity. You are not
working for something you don't have. You are expressing and exercising something you already do.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that spiritual growth involves both human responsibility and divine
empowerment. You work out what God works in. The combination of your effort and God's energizing work
within you is what produces visible, verifiable growth. Neither passive waiting nor self-powered striving
captures the whole truth.

Day 175 - Wednesday, June 24
All In on Goals: Direction
Scripture: Luke 1:38

Context Before You Read: Mary is a teenager in a backwater town in Galilee when an angel appears with an
announcement that will permanently disrupt every plan she has made. She is engaged to be married, which in
first-century Jewish culture represents her family's most important social and economic investment in her
future. What Gabriel is describing will appear from the outside as infidelity. It will put her engagement at risk,
her reputation at risk, and possibly her life at risk, since the law allowed for a betrothed woman found pregnant
to be stoned. She knows all of this when she responds. Her yes is not naive. It is costly and fully informed. And
it is the yes that changed everything.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that the greatest act of alignment with God's direction is surrender.
Mary did not understand everything the announcement meant for her life. She could not calculate the cost or
control the outcome. But she made herself available to God's purposes with her whole being. That posture of
surrender is the doorway through which God's most significant directions become reality.




Day 176 - Thursday, June 25
All In on Generosity: Distribution
Scripture: Matthew 26:6 to 13

Context Before You Read: The timing of this event is not incidental. Matthew places it just after the chief
priests and elders have met to plot Jesus' arrest and just before Judas goes to them to arrange the betrayal. Jesus
is approaching the cross, and the people surrounding Him are sorting themselves into two groups: those who are
pulling away and those who are pressing in. This unnamed woman presses in with everything she has. The
disciples' reaction, that it is a waste that could have helped the poor, is not heartless. It is the reasonable
calculation of people who have not understood what moment they are in. Jesus tells them plainly: she
understood something you did not. She prepared me for burial. Her extravagance was exactly appropriate to the
occasion.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that the most extravagant generosity toward Jesus is never wasteful.
The disciples calculated the cost and called it waste. Jesus recognized the heart and called it worship. True
generosity is not measured by the calculation of the giver but by the love behind the offering. When you pour
out your best for Jesus, He declares it beautiful.

Day 177 - Friday, June 26

All In on God: Devotion

Scripture: Psalm 131:1 to 3

Context Before You Read: This psalm is three verses long and may be the shortest distance between the
beginning and the end of a spiritual journey that exists in the entire Psalter. David describes himself as a man
who has deliberately chosen not to pursue what is too great or too marvelous for him. For someone who was a
king, a warrior, a national hero, and the recipient of one of the most significant covenant promises in the entire
Old Testament, this is a remarkable posture. He is not describing ignorance or disengagement. He is describing
the spiritual discipline of contentment with what God has given, the kind of settled trust that a weaned child
has, no longer restless and demanding but resting simply in the presence of the one it belongs to.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that mature devotion is often marked by quietness and contentment
rather than striving and demanding. A weaned child is no longer restless and urgent. It simply rests. Some of
the deepest expressions of devotion are not dramatic or vocal but a quiet, settled trust that does not need God to
prove Himself at every moment.




Day 178 - Saturday, June 27
All In on Growth: Development
Scripture: Psalm 92:12 to 14
Context Before You Read

Psalm 92 is designated as a Sabbath song, which gives it a particular theological orientation. The Sabbath is
about rest, but it is a rest that comes after and within the rhythm of work, not a permanent cessation of it. The
images the psalmist chooses for the righteous are both striking and deliberate. Palm trees and cedars of Lebanon
are not fast-growing, easily uprooted species. They are characterized by deep roots, slow growth, and
extraordinary longevity. And then comes the detail that the psalmist clearly intends to be surprising: even in old
age they bear fruit, they remain full of sap and green. The people of God are not designed to peak early and then
manage decline. They are designed to keep producing.

Why This Matters

This passage reveals that the growth God produces in the life of the righteous is not temporary but lasting and
even accelerating. The righteous do not peak early and decline. They are planted, rooted, and designed to be
fruitful in every season of life, including old age. Growth that is rooted in God's house does not stop when
circumstances change. It outlasts every season.

Day 179 - Sunday, June 28
All In on Goals: Direction
Scripture: Daniel 6:3

Context Before You Read: Daniel is at this point an old man. He was taken from Jerusalem as a young
teenager, approximately seventy years before this chapter. He has served through the entire Babylonian empire,
survived the fall of Babylon to the Medes and Persians, and is now being considered for the highest
admuinistrative position in a new empire under a new king. His competitors are watching him closely, not to
learn from him but to destroy him. Luke notes that they could find no corruption in him, no negligence, no
error, because he was faithful. The word faithful here carries the sense of trustworthy, dependable, consistent
over time. Faithfulness is not a single dramatic moment. It is who you are when no one is offering you a reward
for it.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that the primary qualification for advancement in God's direction is
not political skill or self-promotion but excellence of spirit. Daniel did not campaign for his position. His
excellent spirit, cultivated through his prayer life and devotion to God, made him stand out without striving.
When your inner life is excellent, your outer advancement is often a natural result.




Day 180 - Monday, June 29
All In on Generosity: Distribution

Scripture: 3 John 1:5to 8

Context Before You Read: Third John is the most personal and geographically specific letter in the New
Testament. John is writing to an individual named Gaius about a real and complex situation involving traveling
missionaries, a controlling church leader named Diotrephes who is refusing to receive them, and the question of
who is actually responsible for the work going forward. Into that messy situation, John lifts up Gaius as an
example of what faithful partnership looks like. Gaius is not the preacher or the missionary. He is the person
who makes sure that the people doing the work can keep doing it. John's verdict on that role is unambiguous:
they are fellow workers for the truth. Partners in generosity are partners in the mission.

Why This Matters: This passage reveals that supporting the work of ministry and mission is itself a form of
participation in that work. Gaius is not traveling and preaching, but by supporting those who do, he becomes a
partner in the truth they proclaim. Your generosity toward those who are doing the work of the kingdom
extends your impact far beyond where your feet can take you.




